[The endocrinology of the human placenta].
The human placenta performs various, important functions essential for the maintenance of pregnancy and development of the fetus. Its secretory diversity surpasses any of the other endocrine organs. The placenta is provided with precursors of hormones by the mother as well as by the fetus. It synthesizes and secretes steroid and protein hormones, growth factors, cytokines. The paper is the review of the present knowledge of steroid hormones (progesterone, estrogens), in particular their synthesis and functions in fetoplacental unit. The protein hormones (chorionic gonadotropin, placental lactogen) are also discussed. The last findings concerning placental gonadotropin-releasing hormone, corticotropin-releasing hormone, leptin, activin, inhibin, follistatin and urocortin are presented. The endocrinology of the placenta is considered to be a progressive field of science. The performed studies elucidate the role of the newly identified hormones in the placenta. It is believed, that research on endocrinology of the placenta contributes to the development of perinatology and, moreover, they improve the prenatal care.